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Abstract. The digital era has made photography an essential skill, especially with the 

advancement of smartphone technology, enabling users to produce high-quality photos. 

However, many students have yet to understand how to optimally utilize camera 

features. This program aims to enhance the creativity of STAIN Madina students 

through smartphone photography training. This community service activity employs 

the Participatory Action Research (PAR) method, involving students in all stages of the 

activity: planning, implementation, and evaluation. The training was conducted over 

three days, covering basic photography theory, field practice, and digital portfolio 

development. Evaluation was carried out through pre-tests, post-tests, and an exhibition 

of participants' works. The training successfully improved the students' photography 

skills. A total of 85% of participants demonstrated improved photography outcomes 

after the training. Additionally, participants were able to create digital portfolios to 

showcase their works. Satisfaction surveys revealed that 90% of participants found the 

training beneficial for developing their creative and professional skills. The results 

indicate that the PAR approach is effective in increasing participant engagement, which 

positively impacts their skills and creativity. The training not only provided technical 

benefits but also opened new opportunities for students to utilize photography as a 

medium of expression and a potential career path. 

Keywords: smartphone photography; creativity; community service; Participatory 

Action Research. 

1. Introduction 

The digital age has transformed many aspects of human life, with technology 

becoming an integral part of daily activities. One significant change is the way people 

capture and share moments through photography (Palacios-Fuentes et al., 2024; Sudrajat 

et al., 2023). Photography, once considered an exclusive skill requiring professional 

equipment, has now become accessible to virtually everyone, thanks to the proliferation 

of smartphones equipped with advanced camera features (Boonpracha, 2023; Dámaso-

Menacho et al., 2023; Rais et al., 2023). Smartphones have democratized photography, 

enabling users to document, express, and communicate visually with ease (Dámaso-

Menacho et al., 2023; Montalvo-Man et al., 2022; Thomas & Turnbull, 2023). However, 

owning a device with high-quality camera capabilities does not automatically translate 
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into the ability to produce compelling photographs. Understanding composition, 

lighting, and editing techniques remains critical to leveraging the full potential of 

smartphone photography. 

In the context of education and creativity, photography serves as a valuable 

medium for students to express themselves, document their surroundings, and develop 

innovative thinking (Qomar et al., 2022; Soedarwo et al., 2022). For students at STAIN 

Madina, a higher education institution that fosters creativity and knowledge, the ability 

to harness photography as a skill can have multiple benefits. It can enhance their 

personal growth, academic documentation, and even professional opportunities in areas 

such as content creation, social media management, and creative arts (Capron Puozzo & 

Audrin, 2021; Lee & Park, 2021). Despite these advantages, many students lack the 

necessary knowledge and experience to optimize the features of their smartphones for 

photography. This gap in skills limits their ability to explore the artistic and practical 

aspects of photography. 

Recognizing the need for skill development in this area, a community service 

program was designed to provide students at STAIN Madina with training in 

smartphone photography. The program aimed to bridge the gap between ownership of 

advanced technology and the capability to use it creatively and effectively. By focusing 

on photography, the initiative sought to empower students with a valuable skill that can 

enhance their academic and professional journeys while also encouraging them to 

explore their creative potential. 

The program's primary approach was based on the principles of Participatory 

Action Research (PAR), a methodology that emphasizes active involvement and 

collaboration between participants and facilitators (Ikmal et al., 2021; Nurhajati, 2021). 

PAR is particularly suited for community development initiatives, as it encourages 

participants to contribute their ideas and perspectives, fostering a sense of ownership 

and responsibility. For the smartphone photography workshop, the PAR approach was 

implemented by involving students in every phase of the program—from planning the 

curriculum to executing the activities and evaluating the outcomes. This participatory 

approach ensured that the program was tailored to the students' specific needs and 

interests, making it more relevant and impactful. 

The workshop was conducted over three days and covered essential aspects of 

smartphone photography. The first day focused on theoretical foundations, including an 

introduction to photography concepts such as composition, lighting, and camera 

settings. These elements are fundamental to producing visually appealing and 

technically sound photographs. The second day featured hands-on practice, allowing 

students to apply their knowledge in real-world scenarios by taking photographs on 

campus and in surrounding areas. The third day emphasized post-production 

techniques and portfolio development, teaching students how to edit their photos using 

accessible software and curate their works into a digital portfolio. 
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To measure the effectiveness of the workshop, a comprehensive evaluation 

process was incorporated. This included pre-tests and post-tests to assess the students' 

knowledge and skills before and after the training, as well as an exhibition of their 

photographic works to showcase their progress. A satisfaction survey was also 

conducted to gather feedback on the program's content, delivery, and overall impact. 

These evaluation methods provided valuable insights into the program's success and 

areas for improvement. 

The results of the workshop were overwhelmingly positive. A significant 

majority of participants demonstrated improved photography skills, as evidenced by the 

quality of their post-training photographs. Additionally, the students reported feeling 

more confident in their ability to use their smartphones for creative and practical 

purposes. Many participants also expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to 

develop a digital portfolio, which they viewed as a valuable asset for academic and 

professional use. 

The workshop's success highlights the effectiveness of the PAR approach in 

engaging students and addressing their needs. By involving students in the program's 

design and implementation, the initiative not only imparted technical knowledge but 

also fostered a sense of empowerment and creativity among the participants. 

Furthermore, the training provided students with a skill that has practical applications 

beyond the classroom, opening up new opportunities for personal and professional 

growth. 

In a broader context, this initiative underscores the importance of integrating 

technology-based skill development into educational and community programs. As 

smartphones and digital tools continue to evolve, equipping students with the ability to 

use these technologies effectively becomes increasingly essential (Ahmadifar et al., 2020; 

Krisbiantoro, 2020; Kummanee et al., 2020). Programs like the smartphone photography 

workshop at STAIN Madina demonstrate how such initiatives can be both impactful and 

sustainable, benefiting not only the participants but also the wider community. 

This paper aims to detail the planning, implementation, and outcomes of the 

smartphone photography workshop. The discussion will focus on the theoretical 

foundations of the training, the participatory approach adopted, and the measurable 

impacts on the students' skills and creativity. By sharing the insights gained from this 

program, we hope to inspire similar initiatives in other educational and community 

settings, contributing to the broader goal of empowering individuals through 

technology and creativity. 

The digital era offers numerous opportunities for skill development and 

self-expression, with photography standing out as a versatile and accessible 

medium. For students, mastering photography not only enhances their creative 

abilities but also equips them with a valuable tool for academic and professional 

success. The smartphone photography workshop at STAIN Madina serves as a 

testament to the potential of such initiatives to transform students' lives by 
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bridging the gap between technology and creativity. Through this program, we 

have demonstrated that with the right approach and methodology, even a simple 

tool like a smartphone can become a powerful means of empowerment and 

growth. 

2. Methodolgy 

This community service program adopted the Participatory Action Research 

(PAR) method to enhance the creativity of STAIN Madina students in smartphone 

photography (Gil, 2019; Hidayati et al., 2019). The PAR approach was chosen for its 

emphasis on participant involvement at every stage of the activity, fostering a sense of 

ownership and engagement among students (Morales, 2016; Rösch & Helmerdig, 2017). 

The program was structured into three main phases: planning, implementation, and 

evaluation. 

In the planning phase, a needs assessment was conducted through informal 

interviews and discussions with students to identify their existing skills, challenges, and 

expectations. Based on the findings, a tailored training module was designed, 

incorporating basic photography theory, practical skills, and digital portfolio creation. 

Students played an active role in this phase by contributing to the planning of the 

schedule and logistics, ensuring the program fit their needs and availability. 

The implementation phase spanned three days. The first day focused on 

theoretical sessions covering the fundamentals of photography, such as composition, 

lighting, and smartphone camera settings. These sessions provided students with the 

foundational knowledge required to take better photographs. On the second day, 

participants engaged in field practice, where they applied the theoretical knowledge in 

hands-on activities. They captured photos in various settings, experimenting with 

techniques learned during the first day. The final day was devoted to digital portfolio 

creation. Students selected and edited their best photos, compiling them into portfolios 

for exhibition and future use. 

Evaluation methods combined quantitative and qualitative approaches. Pre-tests 

and post-tests were administered to measure the participants' knowledge and skills 

improvement. A final exhibition showcased the students' works, allowing peer and 

facilitator feedback. Additionally, satisfaction surveys gathered participants’ insights on 

the program’s effectiveness. The PAR method proved to be an effective strategy for 

fostering active learning, collaboration, and skill development. The program not only 

enhanced technical photography skills but also empowered students to explore their 

creative potential and professional opportunities. 

3. Results and Discussion 

The smartphone photography training program for STAIN Madina 

students successfully achieved its objectives of enhancing participants' technical 

skills and fostering their creativity. This section discusses the outcomes of the 
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program, supported by qualitative and quantitative findings, and explores the 

broader implications of the Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach in 

achieving the desired results. 

3.1. Improved Photography Skills 

One of the most significant outcomes of the program was the noticeable 

improvement in the participants' photography skills. The evaluation process included 

pre-tests and post-tests designed to measure technical understanding and practical 

application of smartphone photography concepts. The pre-test results revealed that only 

25% of participants had a basic understanding of photography principles such as 

composition, lighting, and camera settings. After the training, 85% of participants 

demonstrated a clear understanding and application of these principles, as evidenced by 

their improved scores in the post-tests and the quality of photos they produced during 

the field practice sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Explain Photography to student 

The hands-on approach to learning was a key factor in this improvement. During 

the second day of the training, participants were given real-life scenarios to capture, such 

as landscapes, portraits, and action shots. The facilitator’s feedback after each practice 

session helped participants refine their techniques, contributing to a deeper 

understanding of photography concepts. For example, participants learned to effectively 

use natural light, resulting in more dynamic and visually appealing photos. 

3.2. Development of Digital Portfolios 

The creation of digital portfolios was another key achievement of the program. 

Participants were taught to use photo editing apps and online tools to enhance their 

photos and compile them into digital portfolios. This activity not only allowed students 

to showcase their work but also equipped them with a valuable skill set for professional 
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and creative pursuits. By the end of the program, 95% of participants successfully 

created portfolios, with many expressing interest in using these to apply for internships 

or freelance opportunities. 

The portfolios also served as a medium for self-expression, as participants were 

encouraged to select and edit photos that represented their personal style and vision. 

This aspect of the program highlighted the importance of creativity in photography, as 

students discovered unique ways to tell stories through their images. 

3.3. Participant Satisfaction 

The success of the program was further validated by participant feedback 

collected through satisfaction surveys. The surveys revealed that 90% of participants 

found the training beneficial, particularly in terms of developing their creative and 

professional skills. Many participants appreciated the interactive and practical nature of 

the training, which allowed them to immediately apply what they had learned. The use 

of PAR methodology, which involved students in planning and decision-making, was 

also well-received, as it created a sense of ownership and engagement throughout the 

program. 

Several participants noted that the training had changed their perception of 

photography. Previously viewed as a casual activity, photography was now seen as a 

powerful medium for storytelling and self-expression. Participants also expressed 

newfound confidence in their ability to use photography as a potential career path, with 

some planning to explore freelance opportunities in event photography and social media 

content creation. 

3.4. Broader Implications of the PAR Approach 

The success of this program underscores the effectiveness of the PAR approach 

in fostering active participation and engagement. By involving students in every stage 

of the program, from planning to evaluation, the PAR method created a collaborative 

and inclusive learning environment. This approach not only enhanced the learning 

experience but also empowered students to take ownership of their development. 

The collaborative nature of PAR also allowed facilitators to tailor the program to 

meet the specific needs and interests of the participants. For instance, during the 

planning phase, students expressed an interest in learning about photo editing, which 

led to the inclusion of a session on digital portfolio creation. This responsiveness to 

participant input contributed to the program’s overall success. 

Another key aspect of the PAR approach was its emphasis on reflective learning. 

Through peer reviews and facilitator feedback, participants were encouraged to 

critically evaluate their work and identify areas for improvement. This process helped 

students develop a growth mindset, which is essential for creative and professional 

growth. 

3.5. Challenges and Lessons Learned 
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While the program was largely successful, it was not without challenges. One of 

the primary challenges was the varying levels of prior knowledge among participants. 

Some students had never explored smartphone photography before, while others had 

basic experience. To address this, facilitators divided participants into small groups 

based on their skill levels, allowing for more targeted instruction and support. 

Another challenge was the limited availability of high-quality smartphones 

among some participants, which impacted their ability to fully explore advanced 

features. To mitigate this issue, facilitators provided demonstrations using their own 

devices and encouraged participants to share phones during practical sessions. This 

collaborative approach not only resolved the issue but also fostered a sense of teamwork 

among participants. 

3.6. Future Opportunities 

The outcomes of this program highlight the potential of smartphone 

photography as a tool for personal and professional development. The skills gained 

through this training can be applied in various fields, including journalism, marketing, 

and digital content creation. For many participants, the program opened new 

opportunities to explore photography as a career path or a means of creative expression. 

Looking ahead, similar programs can be expanded to include more advanced 

topics such as video editing, social media marketing, and storytelling through 

photography. Additionally, partnerships with local businesses and organizations could 

provide participants with opportunities for internships and real-world projects, further 

enhancing their professional development. 

The smartphone photography training program for STAIN Madina students 

successfully enhanced participants' skills and creativity through a structured and 

participatory approach. The use of the PAR method ensured active engagement and 

tailored learning experiences, resulting in significant improvements in technical 

knowledge, practical skills, and digital portfolio development. Participant feedback and 

evaluation results demonstrated the program’s impact, with 85% of students showing 

improved outcomes and 90% expressing high levels of satisfaction. 

This program not only provided technical and creative benefits but also 

empowered students to explore new opportunities in photography as a medium for self-

expression and a potential career path. The challenges encountered during the program 

offered valuable lessons for future initiatives, emphasizing the importance of 

adaptability and inclusivity in community service activities. 

The success of this program reinforces the value of photography training in 

fostering creativity and professional growth among students. As digital technologies 

continue to evolve, programs like this can play a crucial role in equipping young 

individuals with the skills needed to thrive in the creative economy. 

4. Conclusion 
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The smartphone photography training program for STAIN Madina students 

effectively enhanced their technical skills, creativity, and professional potential. By 

employing the Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach, the program actively 

involved students in planning, implementation, and evaluation, fostering a collaborative 

and inclusive learning environment. Participants demonstrated significant 

improvement in their understanding and application of photography principles, with 

85% showing better technical outcomes after the training. 

The creation of digital portfolios marked a pivotal achievement, enabling 

students to showcase their work and explore photography as a medium for expression 

and professional opportunities. Participant feedback revealed high satisfaction levels, 

with 90% valuing the training’s impact on their creative and professional growth. The 

program also helped change students’ perceptions of photography, from a casual 

activity to a powerful tool for storytelling and career development. 

While challenges such as varied skill levels and limited smartphone access arose, 

adaptive strategies like group-based instruction and collaborative practices ensured 

inclusivity and effective learning. This program highlights the potential of photography 

training in equipping students with essential skills for the digital era. Future initiatives 

can expand on this success by incorporating advanced techniques and building 

partnerships with industry stakeholders to create more opportunities for personal and 

professional growth.  
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